
Purdue Research Park officials to break ground on center to 

house global tech company 

  
WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. – Purdue Research Park officials will break ground Friday 

(Aug. 22) for its new 80,000-square-foot Innovation Center, which will be home to a the 

national software solution center for global technology giant EDS. 

  

Innovation Center, 3400 Kent Ave., will provide 45,000 square feet of space for more 

than 200 software engineer and business analyst positions for EDS. The remaining space 

will be used for other park companies. The Purdue Research Foundation and South Bend-

based Holladay Properties Inc. have formed a joint venture to develop Innovation Center. 

The center is slated to open in early 2009. 

  

John Dennis, West Lafayette mayor; Joseph B. Hornett, Purdue Research Foundation 

senior vice president, treasurer and COO; Rick Shaffer, EDS vice president for global 

healthcare; and Doug Hunt, Holladay Properties senior vice president are expected to 

speak at the 3 p.m. event. 

  

"EDS is currently operating in a temporary office in the Ross Enterprise Center and 

already has hired a number of new people," Hornett said. "This new building also will 

provide much needed space for new companies that want to join the park. We are out of 

office space and have a waiting list for other new companies to come into the park. We 

also have companies already in the park that want to expand and need more space."   

  

The 725-acre Purdue Research Park currently provides nearly 700,000 square feet of 

office, research and work space to its more than 150 companies. The 105,000-square-foot 

Herman and Heddy Kurz Technology Center also is under construction in the park. More 

than 3,000 people work in the Purdue Research Park at an average salary of $52,000. 

  

EDS employs more than 1,000 professionals in Indiana. At West Lafayette, it is 

developing technology solutions for its commercial and government health-care clients 

around the world.  

  

"EDS has been part of the Indiana business environment for more than 23 years," Shaffer 

said. "We believe opening our new facility in the Purdue Research Park is a good fit for 

us, in part because of the support of the area and the amenities that the park offers."  

  

Shaffer said the on-site daycare center and fitness center as well as walking trails and 

public transportation were important factors in deciding to expand the EDS operation in 

the state. 

  

State and local leaders provided support to recruit the expansion of EDS in Indiana. The 

Indiana Economic Development Corp. offered EDS up to $300,000 in training grants 

based on the company's job creation plans. The City of West Lafayette provided $1.5 

million in incentives to bring the company to the area.  



  

"Being involved in the recruitment of EDS to this area was one of my first priorities as 

mayor of West Lafayette, and it is rewarding to see this collaboration move forward to 

fruition," Dennis said. "It truly was a partnership among the state, the county and the city, 

and the result is more than the 200-plus jobs that will add to the whole area's economy." 

  

According to the October 2007 Battelle Study Characteristics and Trends in North 

American Research Parks: 21
st
 Century Directions, "every job in a university research 

park generated an average of 2.57 jobs in the economy." 

  

About EDS 
EDS (NYSE: EDS) is a leading global technology services company delivering business 

solutions to its clients. EDS founded the information technology outsourcing industry 

more than 46 years ago. Today, EDS delivers a broad portfolio of information technology 

and business process outsourcing services to clients in the manufacturing, financial 

services, healthcare, communications, energy, transportation, and consumer and retail 

industries and to governments around the world. Learn more at http://www.eds.com. 

  

About Purdue Research Park 
The 725-acre Purdue Research Park (http://www.purdueresearchpark.com) has the largest 

university-affiliated business incubation complex in the country. The park is home to 

more than 150 companies. About 100 of these firms are technology-related and another 

39 are incubator businesses. The park was ranked No. 1 in 2004 for university-affiliated 

research parks and received the 2005 Outstanding Commercialization Award, both from 

the Association of University Research Parks. The park's companies also have received 

numerous recognitions, including a 2006 MIRA Award: Innovation of the Year for 

Purdue Research Park/Quadraspec Inc. and a 2005 CoreNet Global Innovators Award 

finalist. The Purdue Research Park is part of the Purdue Research Foundation, a private, 

nonprofit foundation created to assist Purdue University in the area of economic 

development. In addition to the Purdue Research Park in West Lafayette, the foundation 

has established or is currently constructing technology parks in other locations around 

Indiana including Merrillville, New Albany and Indianapolis. 

  

Sources: Joseph B. Hornett, (765) 494-6072, jbhornett@prf.org 

             Rick Shaffer, (703) 742-2400, rick.shaffer@eds.com 

  

Purdue Research Park contact: Cynthia Sequin, (765) 494-4192, (765) 413-6031 

(mobile), casequin@prf.org  

  

Related Web sites: 
Purdue Research Park: http://www.purdueresearchpark.com/index.asp 

EDS: http://www.eds.com 

  

Related news release: http://news.uns.purdue.edu/x/2008a/080221HornettEDS.html 
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